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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the amendment filed December 11, 2007. Claims 1- 
12 were canceled. Claims 13-18 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. Claims 13-18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

4. Claims 13-15 are not sufficiently precise due to the combining of two separate statutory 
classes of invention in a single claim. The preamble of the claims refers to a server, but the body 
of the claims discusses the specifics of both a server and a method (i.e. various components of 
the server and several steps (e.g. outputting, updating)). 

5. Claims 16 and 17 are not sufficiently precise due to the combining of two separate 
statutory classes of invention in a single claim. The preamble of the claims refers to an 
apparatus, but the body of the claims discusses the specifics of both a server and a method (i.e. 
various components of the server and several steps (e.g. outputting, storing)). 

6. Claim 18 is rejected as it depends on claim 16 above. 

Claim Objections 

7. Claim 15 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 15 is a duplicate of 
claim 14; please delete one of the claims. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 17 is a duplicate of 
claim 16. Appropriate correction is required. 

8. Claim 17 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. Claim 17 is a duplicate of claim 16. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

9. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

10. Claims 13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

11. 35 USC 101 requires that in order to be patentable the invention must be a "new and 
useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful 
improvement thereof (emphasis added). The applicants claims mentioned above are intended to 
embrace or overlap two different statutory classes of invention as set forth in 35 USC 101 . The 
claims begin by discussing a server, but subsequently the claims then deal with the specifics of a 
method (the steps) executed by the point management program stored on the terminal (see above 
rejection of claims under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, for specific details regarding this 
issue). "A claim of this type is precluded by the express language of 35 USC 101 which is 
drafted so as to set forth the statutory classes of invention in the alternative only", Ex parte Lyell 
(17USPQ2dl548). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 13 - 18 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent 
No. 6014634 to Scroggie et al. ("Scroggie") in view US Patent No. 6409080 to Kawagishi. 

Referring to claim 13, Scroggie discloses a control unit, a communication unit for 
carrying out communication with the network, and the control unit generates a customer ID 
according to a request from a user at a computer and sends to a computer a point management 
program (i.e. purchasing incentive) with the generated customer ID incorporated thereinto (see 
col. 1, lines 65-67; col. 2, lines 1-7; col. 3, lines 25-32; fig. 13 -fig. 14). Scroggie does not 
expressly disclose a portable terminal comprising a data input unit for inputting data, a data 
output unit for outputting data, a storage unit for recording customer ID data and point data and a 
program execution unit, wherein the point management program executes steps including 
outputting the recorded customer ID data through the data output unit, receiving customer ID 
data and point data through the data input unit, comparing the received customer ID data with the 
recorded customer ID, updating the recorded point data using the received point data when a 
customer ID in the received customer ID data is authenticated, and storing the updating point 
data including the customer ID in the data storage unit. Kawagishi discloses a portable terminal 
comprising a data input unit for inputting data, a data output unit for outputting data (see col. 2, 
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lines 15-30), a storage unit for recording customer ID data and point data (see col. 3, lines 66,67; 
col. 4, lines 1-9) and a program execution unit (see col. 3, lines 24-30), wherein the point 
management program executes steps including outputting the recorded customer ID data through 
the data output unit (see col. 5, lines 35-40), receiving customer ID data and point data through 
the data input unit (see col. 5, lines 13-16), comparing the received customer ID data with the 
recorded customer ID (see col. 6, lines 4-16), updating the recorded point data using the received 
point data when a customer ID in the received customer ID data is authenticated, and storing the 
updating point data including the customer ID in the data storage unit (see col. 5, lines 17-34). 
At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the server disclose by Scroggie to include a portable terminal comprising a data input 
unit for inputting data, a data output unit for outputting data, a storage unit for recording 
customer ID data and point data and a program execution unit, wherein the point management 
program executes steps including outputting the recorded customer ID data through the data 
output unit, receiving customer ID data and point data through the data input unit, comparing the 
received customer ID data with the recorded customer ID, updating the recorded point data using 
the received point data when a customer ID in the received customer ID data is authenticated, 
and storing the updating point data including the customer ID in the data storage unit. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it provides a portable 
electronic device and a loyalty point system capable of calculating loyalty points corresponding 
to individual information while keeping the security (see col. 1, lines 66, 67 & col. 2, lines 1, 2). 

Referring to claim 14, Scroggie discloses the server and the elements of claim 13. 
Scroggie does not expressly disclose wherein the data storage unit stores unit history data and a 
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current result of customer information analysis and wherein the point management program 
further executes steps including: outputting the stored result of the customer information analysis 
as well through the data output unit, conducting customer information analysis using the received 
point data when the customer ID is authenticated and storing the result of the customer 
information analysis in the data storage unit wherein the customer ID data and the point data 
input through the data output unit are encrypted and wherein the point management program 
further executes step including: deciphering the encrypted customer ID data and the encrypted 
point data and then performing the authentication. Kawagishi discloses the missing elements 
(see claim 13 citations above and col. 3, lines 35-41- the customer purchase and loyalty 
information is stored; the Examiner interprets the previously stored loyalty information as history 
data). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the server disclose by Scroggie to include wherein the data storage unit 
stores unit history data and a current result of customer information analysis and wherein the 
point management program further executes steps including: outputting the stored result of the 
customer information analysis as well through the data output unit, conducting customer 
information analysis using the received point data when the customer ID is authenticated and 
storing the result of the customer information analysis in the data storage unit wherein the 
customer ID data and the point data input through the data output unit are encrypted and wherein 
the point management program further executes step including: deciphering the encrypted 
customer ID data and the encrypted point data and then performing the authentication. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it provides a portable 
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electronic device and a loyalty point system capable of calculating loyalty points corresponding 
to individual information while keeping the security (see col. 1, lines 66, 67 & col. 2, lines 1, 2). 

Claim 15 is rejected on the same rationale as claim 14 above. 

Referring to claim 16, Scroggie discloses a control unit, a communication unit for 
carrying out communication with the network wherein the control unit generates a customer ID 
according to a request from the portable terminal, and sends to the computer a point management 
program (i.e. purchasing incentive) with the generated customer ID incorporated thereinto (col. 
1, lines 65-67; col. 2, lines 1-7; col. 3, lines 25-32; fig. 13 & fig. 14) Scroggie does not expressly 
disclose a portable terminal wherein the portable terminal comprising a data input unit for 
inputting data, a data output unit for inputting data, a data output unit for outputting data, a data 
storage unit for recording customer ID data and point data, and a program execution unit, 
wherein the point management program executes steps including acquiring customer ID data 
output from an output unit of the portable terminal through the data input unit, generating output 
data including input data and the customer ID data and outputting the output data through the 
data output unit, wherein the point management program further executes steps including 
outputting the stored result of the customer information analysis as well through the data output 
unit, conducting customer information analysis using the received point data when the customer 
ID is authenticated and storing the result of the customer information analysis in the data storage 
unit. Kawagishi a portable terminal wherein the portable terminal comprising a data input unit 
for inputting data, a data output unit for inputting data, a data output unit for outputting data, a 
data storage unit for recording customer ID data and point data, and a program execution unit, 
wherein the point management program executes steps including acquiring customer ID data 
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output from an output unit of the portable terminal through the data input unit, generating output 
data including input data and the customer ID data and outputting the output data through the 
data output unit, wherein the point management program further executes steps including 
outputting the stored result of the customer information analysis as well through the data output 
unit, conducting customer information analysis using the received point data when the customer 
ID is authenticated and storing the result of the customer information analysis in the data storage 
unit (see claims 13 & 14 citations above). At the time the invention was made it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the server disclose by Scroggie to 
include a portable terminal. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this 
because it provides a portable electronic device and a loyalty point system capable of calculating 
loyalty points corresponding to individual information while keeping the security (see col. 1, 
lines 66, 67 & col. 2, lines 1, 2). 

Claim 17 is rejected on the same rationale as claim 16 above. 

Referring to claim 18, Scroggie discloses the apparatus, wherein the output data is 
encrypted as an arrangement of numbers and is printed on paper (see fig. 1; col. 2, lines 65-67 - 
encoded incentive/the token, which is known to be encrypted). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jalatee Worjloh whose telephone number is 571-272-6714. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 10:00 -6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on 571-272-6779. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jalatee Worjloh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3621 
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